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What:  Squadra Paisano’s yearly celebration of the holidays, combining a 3.6 mile (more or less) Individual Time Trial, with an
opportunity to mix and mingle with other area cyclists.  Team Time Trial following the ITT.

Prizes for top 3 finishers, courtesy of Bicycles, Etc. and RoadID

Where:  Eisenhower Park (13400 Aqueduct Road)  The course will be closed to vehicular traffic during the event.  Parking
available along Eisenhower Park Drive (the main entrance to the park by the pond and picnic tables). For more information on
the park, please visit http://www.co.harris.tx.us/comm_lee/PEisenhower/

When:  Saturday, 17 December 2005
6:30 AM – 10:00 AM
Registration, such as it is, begins at 6:30 AM at the Start/Finish area
Individual start times will be assigned at registration.  Riders can preview the course from 6:30 until the race begins at
7:30.

Information:
• Open to men and women, no divisions or classes – this is just friendly competition
• Nominal $10 Entry Fee, cash please, due at registration, donations can also be made at this time
• We will donate all proceeds – after expenses – to support a local racer, Dominic Van Neilen, as he participates in the

rider development system in Belgium during ‘06.
• This is an utterly informal and completely RIDE AT YOUR OWN RISK event
• Parking is available along Eisenhower Park Road (main park entrance)
• Lower park loop will open to vehicular traffic at 10:00 AM
• Restroom facilities are extremely limited – only 4 portable toilets in the entire park.  The only “outhouse” that will be

readily accessible during the event is in the playground parking lot.  Duessen Park, which is adjacent to Eisenhower Park
has considerably greater capacity.

• Bring coffee, hot chocolate, cider or whatever you would like to drink and hang around after you ride

Many Thanks:
• Our families for letting us ride, and volunteers for helping out
• Sponsors: Bicycles, Etc. & RoadID
• Harris County Precinct One Commissioner El Franco Lee & his highly capable staff in the parks department (Specifically

Don Sehlke and Ken Levan)
• Riders and spectators
• Squadra Paisano, Red Tied (Max Grossey), and Tom Mahone for getting the word out

A Brief History of Festivelo – In December of last year, at the suggestion of Hal Hightower, the yet to be named Squadra Paisano
folks, got together at Eisenhower Park to ring in the Christmas holiday and take a couple of spirited laps around the park.  After the
ride, a handful of cyclists stood around in the playground parking lot and swapped stories over hot chocolate…good times.  Hal
designated the gathering “Winter Festivelo” and planned on institutionalizing the celebration, possibly even expanding it to
include more riders and an actual competition in the coming years.  On May 12th of this year, Hal died while riding in the very
park where Winter Festivelo was born.  He was 33.  If you didn’t know Hal, you missed meeting one of the world’s great person-
alities and a general all around good guy – a great friend and passionate cyclist.  But fear not!  For you can still share in his spirit
and help continue his legacy by participating in this year’s festivities.  Glad tidings and a great joy, indeed.




